My War Memories, 1914-1918
was a source of continuous amazement. The other officers had even less room, and on top of all this, the sun beat pitilessly down on the roofs of the carriages and made our stay unendurable. I decided, therefore, to leave the train as soon as possible, and suggested to the Field-Marshal that we should find quarters in Brest-Litovsk itself. The members of the Staff had a mild shock. The town had been burnt to the ground and was out of the question; the citadel was a little prison. The Commandant of the fortress had made it his residence and fixed up his officers there, but labour had been too scarce for him to make it really suitable. The whole place was neglected and overgrown, for nothing had been done for a long time past. Nettles had grown to a tremendous height and the air was damp and musty. The barracks were still there, but there was not a stick of furniture. But this was nothing ; we had to decide something.
I made arrangements for our headquarters to be established in the citadel. Of course, it took a considerable time before everything was ready and we could leave the train.
I liked being in Brest and did not leave the citadel. The remarkably fine tall willows, with their boughs drooping into the water which flowed through the citadel, and the few short avenues, gave the whole a pleasant aspect. Desolation reigned outside the fortress. The ugly but highly important railway junction and the gutted town offered few attractions.
I had the barracks cleared of the invading creepers, so that the air cotdd get to the walls and dry out the damp ; trees were also felled and branches lopped to allow the sun and air to get in. I took pleasure in putting things to rights.
German troops were needed to stiffen the Austro-Hungarian Front. The old front of the Commander-in-Chief in the East had already been so heavily drawn upon that no further demands could be made upon it for the time being.
The heavy attack south of Riga had just been repulsed, but it was quite likely to be renewed.
We released a few cavalry regiments, a mixed division, about three battalions strong, and some batteries under General Melior.
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